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Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

It  has  been  said  that  there  exists  a greater  desire  to  live  long 
than  to  live  well ! Measure  by  man’s  desires,  he  cannot  live  long 
enough  ; measure  by  his  good  deeds  and  he  has  not  lived  long  enough  ; 
measure  by  his  evil  deeds  and  he  has  lived  too  long.  Whatever  the 
postulates  of  Philosophy  the  duty  of  Preventive  Medicine  is  to  ensure 
that  man  lives  both  long  and  well. 

The  Registrar  General  informs  us  that  there  are  in  this  Country 
town  some  8,970  people  and  the  number  has  not  varied  to  any  great 
extent  during  the  present  century.  This  does  not  mean  however  that 
things  have  remained  exactly  as  they  then  were.  1 o-day,  there  are 
far  more  young  men  of  65  compared  to  the  few  old  men  of  that  age 
fifty  years  ago,  and  this  must  be  attributed  in  great  measure  to  the 
substitution  of  imaginative  scientific  research  for  the  old  wives’  tale. 
The  overall  decline  in  the  birth  rate  has  been  maintained  but  each 
child  brought  into  the  world  has  before  him  a vastly  enhanced  chance 
of  a longer  and  happier  innings  than  his  more  multitudinous  and 
more  precarious  forebears. 

We  must  all  be  out  sometime,  Mr.  Mayor,  but  the  umpire  is  as 
lenient  here  as  elsewhere  in  the  country.  Last  year  there  were  106 
deaths  in  the  Borough,  but  of  these  73  had  passed  the  age  of  65  years. 
Closer  examination  reveals  that  up  until  that  age  fortune  favours  the 
female.  We  live  in  an  age  of  speed  and  its  burden  is  apparently  more 
onerous  upon  the  male  than  the  female  ; the  stresses  and  strains,  both 
mental  and  physical,  bearing  such  well-known  labels  as  Coronary 
Thrombosis  and  Hypertension,  etc.,  are  more  constant  visitors  upon 
the  man  than  his  mate. 

Circulatory  Diseases  still  occupy  pride  of  place  as  a cause  of 
mortality  claiming  some  45%  of  the  total  deaths.  Second  place 
has  again  been  given  to  Cancer  to  which  was  attributed  18?4  of 


1 


deaths,  but  it  is  my  pleasure  to  report  that  Cancer  of  the  lung  still  has 
not  reared  its  ugly  head  in  Abergavenny.  Are  we  to  assume  that 
fewer  cigarettes  are  smoked  in  this  Town  ? We  know  that  the  air  we 
breathe  here  is  polluted  but  little  by  industry  and  it  would  also  appear 
that  it  is  not  affected  to  any  appreciable  extent  by  the  domestic 
chimney.  From  recent  research,  however,  it  appears  significant  that 
these  and  other  factors  play  their  respective  parts  in  the  causation  of 
lung  Cancer,  so  that  in  its  prevention  some  measures  may  now  be 
adopted  by  the  individual.  With  an  ageing  population  one  expects  a 
high  percentage  of  mortality  from  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis,  so  it  is 
therefore  not  surprising  that  J6%  of  the  deaths  in  this  town  are 
attributable  to  Respiratory  Diseases.  But,  due  to  the  beneficient 
revolution  in  the  arts  of  prevention  and  healing  only  one  of  these 
deaths  resulted  from  Tuberculosis. 

We  now  live  in  a welfare  state,  yet,  despite  improved  housing 
conditions,  welfare  facilities,  increased  family  allowances,  and  other 
national  insurance  benefits,  the  birth-rate  here  and  elsewhere  in  the 
country  continues  to  decline.  Because  of  this  falling  birth-rate  it 
becomes  increasingly  important  to  have  low  Infant  Mortality  and  Still- 
birth rates,  both  of  which  have  shown  a satisfactory  downward  trend 

in  1955. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  no  deaths  of  mothers  from 
pregnancy,  child-birth  or  abortion  in  Abergavenny.  As  we  still  have 
no  accurate  means  of  measuring  maternal  morbidity  one  cannot  assess 
ill-health  after  child-bearing.  The  social  causes  of  such  ill-health  may 
be  attributed  to  bad  housing,  poor  nutrition,  insufficient  help  in  the 
home  and  mothers  being  obliged  to  work  during  late  pregnancy  and 
too  soon  afterwards.  But  post-war  welfare  services  and  health 
education  have  gone  a long  way  towards  promoting  the  health  of  the 
mother  both  during  and  after  child-birth. 

Since  there  has  been  a gradual  decline  in  the  death-rate  and  a 
corresponding  reduction  in  the  birth-rate,  new  public  health  problems 
have  replaced  the  old,  and  those  associated  with  our  ' old  folk  ’ are  as 
yet  only  partially  solved.  For  instance,  despite  improvements  more 


bungalows  and  ground  floor  flats  are  required  for  their  rehousing. 
Secondly,  while  the  welfare  of  the  able-bodied  is  looked  after  by 
Home  Helps,  District  Nurses,  Social  Clubs  and  the  ‘ Meals  on  Wheels,’ 
etc.,  too  often  the  chronic  sick  lingers  too  long  in  his  lonely  home,  in 
need  of  institutional  medical  care  which  today  appear  to  be  denied 
him.  Inevitably  one  is  asked — Was  it  such  a good  thing  to  abolish  the 
old  Workhouse  system  ? The  answer  should  always  be  ‘yes,’  but 
while  it  is  true  that  continued  health  education  and  the  promotion  of 
hygiene  will  do  much  to  prevent  the  common  disabilities  associated 
with  old  age,  more  geriatric  hospital  beds  are  urgently  required  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  chronic  sick.  There  is  also  the  crying  need  for 
accommodation  for  those  who  (a)  cannot  remain  in  their  own  homes  ; 
(b)  are  not  sufficiently  ill  to  require  hospital  treatment  and  (c)  yet 
are  not  well  enough  to  be  classed  as  applicants  for  our  present  homes 
for  the  aged. 

Having  mentioned  houses  for  the  aged,  what  about  folk  like 
Bill  and  Mary  married  some  6 years  ago?  They  have  now  2 children. 
Living  with  Mum  and  Dad  hasn’t  worked  out  very  well  and  they  long 
to  have  a home  of  their  own.  An  application  has  been  made  to  the 
Council  and  they  wait  for  the  key  of  the  door  with  mixed  feelings  of 
patience,  frustration  and  anxiety.  Bill  and  Mary  are  only  2 of  480 
applicants  for  Council  houses,  but  gradually  their  hopes  and  desires 
are  realised.  Since  the  war  533  Council  Houses  have  been  built  in  the 
town  (39  in  1955),  and  although  the  new  housing  estate  is  still  without 
its  shops,  4 of  these  are  soon  to  be  established.  When  Bill  and  Mary 
eventually  move  to  their  “ very  own”  house  on  Major’s  Barn  Estate 
they  may  realise  that  their  troubles  are  not  quite  over.  How  are  the 
children  to  be  bathed  if  there  is  no  water  ? How  indeed,  to  flush  the 
toilet,  wash  the  hands,  cook  the  vegetables,  brew  the  tea,  wash  the 
dishes,  boil  the  nappies  ? How  can  we  preach  the  doctrine  of  healthy 
living  when  we  cannot  supply  adequate  supplies  of  wholesome  water 
to  all  parts  of  the  town  ? You,  Mr.  Mayor  and  the  Council  Members 
are  well  aware  of  this  problem  and,  if  permitted,  will  undertake  to 
solve  it,  and  similarly,  the  replacement  of  the  town’s  antiquated  sewage 
disposal  works. 

Although  unfortunately  the  solution  of  such  problems  is  too 
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often  delayed.  It  is  a happy  thought  that  much  has  already  been 
achieved  regarding  our  Slum  Clearance  Scheme. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  on  the  Tuesday  in  each  week 
and  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  on  alternate  Tuesdays.  Mothers,  and 
children  under  5 years  of  age  from  the  Borough  of  Abergavenny  and 
the  Rural  District  may  attend  these  clinics.  There  are  two  Health 
Visitors  and  a Doctor  in  attendance. 

Since  further  improvements  are  possible  in  the  still-birth  and 
Infant  Mortality  rates,  I wish  to  stress  once  more,  the  importance  of 
early  and  regular  attendance  of  expectant  mothers  at  the  Ante-natal 
clinic.  Any  departure  from  the  normal  may  then  be  detected  early  and 
the  necessary  steps  taken  in  respect  of  adequate  care  of  the  mothers. 
Unfortunately,  too  often,  many  expectant  mothers  delay  attending 
until  late  in  pregnancy,  and  there  are  still  some  who  never  attend.  It 
is  the  practice  in  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  to  make  a routine  blood  exam- 
ination of  all  patients  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  venereal  diseases 
and  for  determining  the  pregnant  mother’s  blood  group.  The 
educational  side  of  ante-natal  work  is  also  of  great  importance  and 
includes  advice  about  general  health,  rest,  diet,  sleep  and  comfort. 

In  1955  a monthly  average  of  257  babies  attended  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic  and  its  increasing  popularity  is  demonstrated  by  the 
swelling  of  the  numbers. 

Routine  skin  testing  of  children  under  5 years  with  tuberculin 
has  now  been  established  5 years.  The  mothers  appreciate  the  value 
of  this  test  and  are  generally  most  anxious  to  have  their  children 
examined.  Any  positive  reactors  are  referred  to  the  Chest  Physician 
and  all  efforts  are  then  concentrated  in  determing  the  source  of 
infection.  No  positive  reactors  were  found  among  those  tested  at  the 
Clinic  in  1955. 

Vaccination  against  Small  Pox  and  Immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  are  also  undertaken  at  this  Clinic. 
The  latter  was  introduced  in  May,  1955,  so  that  children  may,  in 
addition,  be  protected  from  that  most  dreaded  disease  of  childhood, 
Whooping  Cough. 
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Vaccination  against  Small  Pox  is  advised  when  the  child  attains 
the  age  of  3 months.  The  numbers  successfully  vaccinated  in  Aber- 
gavenny showed  a satisfactory  upward  trend  in  1955.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  improvement  will  be  maintained,  as  Small  Pox  continues  to  occui 
sporadically  in  various  parts  of  the  country  and  we  are  never  free  from 
the  possibility  of  an  outbreak  of  this  disease.  Healthy  living  conditions, 
good  sanitation  and  general  public  health  services  are  no  substitute  for 
vaccination  in  connection  with  the  prevention  and  control  of  Small 
Pox.  The  aim  should  be  to  see  that  every  healthy  infant  is  vaccinated. 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  is 
more  satisfactory,  but  is  no  ground  for  complacency. 


Vaccination  against  Small  Pox. 

Numbers  Vaccinated. 


Age  Groups 

In  1951 

In  1952 

In  1953 

In  1954 

In  1955 

Under  1 year 

9 

19 

36 

15 

35 

1-4  years 

...  20 

8 

19 

4 

31 

5-14  years 

6 

— 

2 

3 

9 

15  plus 

...  13 

12 

24 

9 

1 

Totals 

...  46 

39 

81 

31 

76 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

Numbers 

Immunised. 

Age  Groups 

In  1951 

In  1952 

In  1953 

In  1954 

In  1955 

Under  5 years 

...  83 

44 

93 

64 

81 

5-14  years 

...  19 

6 

25 

26 

307 

Totals 

...  102 

50 

118 

90 

388 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Nursing  Services. 

There  is  one  Midwife  resident  in  the  town.  Due  to  the 
continued  upward  trend  in  the  number  of  institutional  confinements 
there  has  been  a decline  in  the  calls  made  on  the  domiciliary  midwife. 
Hospital  confinement  has  become  increasingly  popular  either  for  social, 
obstetric  or  financial  reasons.  This  trend  is  likely  to  continue  so  long 
as  it  remains  cheaper  for  a mother  to  have  her  baby  in  hospital  than 
at  home. 

While  the  calls  on  the  domiciliary  midwife  has  become  less, 
there  has  been  an  increasing  demand  for  the  services  of  the  District 
Nurse.  Many  of  the  town’s  elderly  are  classified  as  chronic  sick  and 
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under  existing  circumstances  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  have  them 
admitted  into  hospital.  It  is  in  this  type  of  case  more  than  any  other 
that  work  of  the  District  Nurse  has  proved  invaluable.  Of  recent 
years  she  has  also  been  extremely  useful  in  administering  the  necessary 
treatment  to  the  Tuberculous  case  nursed  at  home. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

The  increasing  demand  on  the  services  of  the  District  Nurse  has 
been  coupled  with  a steady  growth  in  the  Home  Help  Service.  A very 
large  percentage  of  the  cases  in  Abergavenny  requiring  home  help  are 
the  chronic  sick  who  have  no  other  person  to  give  them  the  necessary 
domestic  assistance.  Due  to  the  chronic  nature  of  their  illness,  old 
age,  unchanging  home  circumstances,  most  of  our  cases  assisted  in  this 
way  are  long-standing,  nevertheless  they  are  under  constant  review. 

Because  of  the  few  domiciliary  confinements  in  the  town  it 
follows  that  the'  Maternity  case  seldom  asks  for  Home  Help. 

There  are  approximately  58  Domestic  Helps  in  the  No.  10  Area, 
some  29  of  which  are  employed  in  the  Borough.  All  are  engaged  on 
a Temporary  part-time  basis. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Abergavenny  Borough  is  served  by  two  St.  John  Ambulances 
with  four  drivers,  and  they  provide  the  Ambulance  Services  for  both 
town  and  surrounding  district.  The  service  is  under  the  central 
administration  of  the  County  Ambulance  Officer  at  Caerleon.  The 
system  appears  to  work  reasonably  well.  Central  control  aims  at 
making  the  most  economic  use  of  ambulances,  and  mutual  assistance 
between  Local  Health  Authorities  avoids,  as  far  as  possible, 
ambulances  running  empty. 

Where  a trained  attendant  is  considered  necessary,  this  will  be 
provided  on  the  request  of  the  General  Practitioner  in  charge  of  the 
case. 

Health  Education. 

The  close  of  the  19th  century  saw  the  Public  Health 
environmental  services  established  on  a reasonably  satisfactory  basis. 
During  the  last  fifty  years,  these  have  been  improved  and  the  personal 
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health  services  developed.  At  first,  the  importance  of  Health 
Education  was  not  fully  appreciated  but  it  is  now  realised  that  disease 
cannot  be  prevented  or  health  promoted  by  social  action  alone,  there 
must  be  full  co-operation  from  an  enlightened  public. 

To-day,  it  is  second  nature  for  the  appropriately  trained  staff 
of  a Health  Department,  whether  they  be  Health  Visitors,  Home 
Nurses,  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Doctors  to  spread  the  gospel  of  good 
hygiene  and  healthy  living.  Informal  talks  are  constantly  given  in  the 
home,  the  place  of  work  and  in  the  Clinic. 

Mental  Health  Service. 

A County  Psychiatrist  was  appointed  in  1948  for  the  purpose 
of  a Mental  Health  Service.  This  service  now  operates  from  Newport 
County  Hall,  and  is  co-ordinated  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
and  Hospital  Management  Committees. 

No  adult  Guidance  Clinics  are  held  in  Abergavenny,  but 
individual  cases,  patients  suffering  from  nervous  strain,  and  who 
are  finding  difficulty  in  adjusting  themselves  either  in  their  homes  or 
at  their  work  are  seen  by  Dr.  Cochrane-Dyatt,  the  County  Psychiatrist. 
Cases  considered  too  far  advanced  are  referred  to  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  Psychiatrist. 

Medical  Appliances. 

The  location  of  the  Medical  Appliances  Depot  for  the  Borough 
is  St.  John  Ambulance  Hall,  Abergavenny. 

Welfare  Services. 

The  Welfare  Officer  of  No.  10  Area  caters  for  the  needs  of 
Abergavenny  Borough  as  regards  Welfare  Services,  which  come  with 
the  provisions  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  (1948-1951). 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948-51,  Section  47. 

During  1955,  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948-51. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955 
Area  in  Acres  ...2398  2398  2398  2398  2398  2398  2398  2398 

Population  (Est.)  8532  8597  8534  8908  9058  9070  9140  8970 

Inhabited  Houses 
(according  to 

Rate  Book)  ...  2455  2495  2518  2594  2783  2765  2796  2808 

££££££££ 
Rateable  Value...  53028  55296  56000  56831  58733  60191  60673  61823 


Id.  Rate 

203 

203  207  208  222 

230 

234 

234 

1955 

Total 

M. 

F.  1955 

Boiough 

County  E.c&W. 

Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

119 

57 

62)  Birthrate  per 
3 1,000  of  estimated 

Illegitimate 

9 

6 

— 

— 

resident 

Total 

128 

63 

65)  population 

14.27 

15.29 

15.0 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

1 1 Rate  per  1,000  total 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0[  (Live  & Still  Births) 

30.3 

23.1 



— 

— Births 

Total 

4 

3 

1 ) Rate  per  1,000  popul’n 

0.45 

0.51 

Deaths. 

All  Causes 

106 

57 

49  Death  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  resident 
population 

11.82 

12.4 

11.7 

Deaths  from 
Cancer  — all 

1 

ages 

19 

7 

!2 

Lung 

0 

0 

O1 

Deaths  due  to  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  0 

Maternity  Mortality  Rate  (Rate  per  1,000  births)...  0 


Infant  Mortality. 

Infant  Deaths  from  Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrahoea 

All  causes 

8 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 (4  m.  0 f.) 


Deaths  of  Children  under  1 year  of  age  in  Age  Groups. 
Age  Group  Number  of  Deaths. 


Under  1 week  ...  1 

1—3  weeks  ...  1 

1—2  months  ...  1 

3 - 5 months  ...  1 

6 8 months  ...  0 

9 — 12  months  ...  0 

Total  ...  4 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 

(Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births) 


Borough  County  E.c&W. 


31.25  33.96  24.9 


Year.  Population.  Live  Births. 

1931.. . 8490  (Estimated)  137 

8608  (Census) 

1938.. . 7925  (New  Borough)  115 


1939...  7832 

do. 

118 

1940...  8407 

do. 

122 

1941...  8769 

do. 

130 

1942...  8468 

do. 

134 

1943-8174 

do. 

127 

1944...  7931 

do. 

139 

1945...  8275 

do. 

141 

1946...  8439 

do. 

147 

1947...  8427 

do. 

152 

1948... 8532 

do. 

146 

1949... 8597 

do. 

134 

1950...  8534 

do. 

130 

1951...  8904 

do. 

161 

1952... 9058 

do. 

154 

1953...  9070 

do. 

140 

1954...  9140 

do. 

143 

1955...  8970 

do. 

128 

Deaths. 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

119 

16.10 

14.01 

108 

14.50 

13.6 

144 

15.10 

18.38 

149 

14.50 

17.7 

135 

14.60 

15.39 

113 

18.80 

13.34 

122 

15.56 

14.68 

104 

17.50 

13.11 

120 

17.0 

14.5 

110 

17.5 

13.03 

115 

18.0 

13.64 

138 

17.1 

16.17 

94 

15.6 

10.9 

145 

14.4 

16.99 

157 

18.1 

17.63 

108 

17.0 

11.9 

93 

15.4 

10.26 

100 

15.6 

10.94 

106 

14.3 

11.8 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever 

During  the  year  2 cases  were 

Whooping  Cough 

do. 

2 cases  were 

Measles 

do. 

11  cases  were 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

do. 

1 case  was 

Infantile  Paralysis 

do. 

No  cases  were 

Erysipelas 

do. 

No  cases  were 

Diphtheria 

do. 

No  cases  were 

Dysentery 

do. 

No  cases  were 

Encephalitis 

do. 

No  cases  were 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

do. 

No  cases  were 

Salmonella  Typhimurium 

do. 

No  cases  were 

notified. 

notified. 

notified. 

notified. 

notified. 

notified. 

notified. 

notified. 

notified. 

notified. 

notified. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Notified  : Pulmonary  -M2  F 2 
Deaths : do.  Ml  F 0 


Non-Pulmonary 

do. 


MO  FO 
MO  FO 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

classified  according  to  sex  and  age  groups. 

Age  Age 
15-24  25  plus 


Disease 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Meningococeal 

Infection 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Enteric  Fever 

Infantile 

Paralysis 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Encephalitis 

Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia 
Salmonella 
Typhimurium 


Sex 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 


Age 

0-4 


Age 

5-9 


Age 

10-14 


1 

1 

1 

26 

29 


25 

30 


Total 


1 

1 

1 

52 

59 

1 

1 


116 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1955. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Pulmonary  Non- 
Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  Non- 

Pulmonary 

M F M F 

M F M F 

Under  1 year 





1 4 years 

5 — 9 years 

...  ... 

10 — 14  years 
15  - 19  years 
20—29  years 
30 — 39  years 
40 — 49  years 

; 

50 — 59  years 

1 

1 

60  and  over 

2 1 

Totals 

2 2 

1 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  last  50  years,  the  pattern  of  disease  has  changed, 
and  Infectious  Diseases  no  longer  rank  as  the  principal  cause  of  either 
morbidity  or  mortality.  This  has  been  partly  due  to  effective 
preventive  measures  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  advances  in 
methods  of  treatment. 

Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  is  now  a rare  disease,  nevertheless,  it  still  does  occur. 
In  1955,  161  cases  were  notified  in  England  and  Wales  of  which  11 
died,  deaths  which  could  have  been  avoided  with  immunisation. 

The  object  of  immunisation  is  to  afford  each  child  the  maximum 
degree  of  protection,  and  unless  an  adequate  level  of  immunisation  is 
maintained,  there  may  be  a return  of  diphtheria  epidemics.  Parents 
should  see  that  their  children  have  this  protection  and  should  avail 
themselves  of  the  facilities  provided. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Only  2 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  1955,  but  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  notification  was  incomplete  due  largely  to 
the  mild  type  of  the  attacking  haemolytic  streptococci.  The  mortality 
rate  also  for  Scarlet  Fever  is  low  nowadays  due  again  to  the  mildness 
of  the  disease  coupled  with  the  effective  use  of  antibiotics  in  its 
treatment. 

Measles. 

The  incidence  of  Measles  has  ebbed  and  flowed  at  intervals  of 
2 years,  1955  being  an  epidemic  year  with  111  cases.  It  was  evident 
that  the  epidemic  was  one  of  the  low  mortality  and  high  infectivity  as 
experienced  since  the  advent  of  sulphanamides.  But  the  illness  can 
still  be  acute  and  may  require  skilled  nursing  and  powerful  drugs. 

Recent  reports  on  the  use  of  gamma-globulin  indicate  success  in 
producing  combined  passive-active  immunisation.  Gamma-globulin  is 
obtainable  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  and  in  the  case 
of  measles  it  is  available  for  : - 

(a)  Control  of  hospital  and  institutional  outbreaks. 

(b)  person  suffering  from  intercurrent  illness  or  living  in  a poor 
environment  from  whence  an  attack  of  measles  would  be 
dangerous. 

(c)  children  under  3 years  of  age. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Whooping  Cough  is  one  of  the  most  dreaded  and  crippling 
diseases  of  infancy,  therefore,  an  adequate  protection  is  much  to  be 
desired.  In  order  to  reduce  the  list  of  inoculations  the  present 
tendency  is  to  employ  combined  methods  of  immunisation.  Since  May, 
1955,  a primary  course  of  combined  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
prophylactic  has  been  advised  at  the  Clinic  when  infants  have  attained 
the  age  of  4 months.  With  the  introduction  of  this  vaccine  it  is 
hoped  that  the  present  low  notification  rate  for  whooping  cough  in 
Abergavenny  will  be  maintained. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Until  1900  little  was  known  about  Poliomyelitis.  The  illness 
was  first  described  in  this  country  in  1795,  but  not  until  1865  do  we 
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find  records  of  its  occurrence  in  epidemic  form.  Since  1900,  however, 
it  has  become  evident  that  Poliomyelitis  is  world-wide  in  its  distribution 
but  its  clinical  behaviour  may  vary  from  place  to  place.  It  is  now 
generally  accepted  that  it  is  a highly  infectious  disease  primarily 
affecting  children  and  spread  largely  by  human  contact. 

The  spread  of  Poliomyelitis  is  facilitated  in  communities  where 
sanitation  is  primitive  and  living  conditions  overcrowded  and  poor.  In 
such  areas,  infection  and  immunity  are  acquired  at  an  early  age,  with  the 
actual  disease  smouldering  on  indefinitely,  rarely  giving  rise  to  explosive 
outbreaks.  On  the  other  hand,  where  sanitation  is  more  advanced, 
contact  with  the  virus  occurs  at  a later  age  so  that  infection  and 
immunity  are  more  slowly  acquired.  Hence  periodic  epidemics  of 
Poliomyelitis  are  to  be  found  in  the  more  enlightened  Communities 
with  high  living  standards. 

It  would  seem  therefore  that  artificial  immunisation  offers  a 
greater  measure  of  success  in  the  prevention  of  Poliomyelitis  rather 
than  attempts  to  rid  the  environment  of  the  causative  organism. 

Earlier  this  year  (1956)  the  Ministry  of  Health  announced  that 
arrangements  were  being  made  for  the  distribution  to  Local  Authorities 
of  a British  poliomyelitis  vaccine.  This  vaccine  is  now  being  given  on  a 
voluntary  basis  to  children  born  between  the  years  1947  and  1956 
inclusive.  As  supply  is  at  present  insufficient  only  children  born  in 
certain  months  of  these  years  will  be  vaccinated  in  the  first  instance. 
All  vaccinations  are  to  be  suspended  on  June  30th,  1956.  This 
programme  may  be  described  as  the  initial  step  in  the  safe  as  well  as 
effective  control  of  Poliomyelitis. 

Food  Po  isoning. 

Although  no  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  notified  in  Aber- 
gavenny during  the  past  year,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  some 
unfortunate  people  suffered  symptons  of  varying  severity  of  infection 
conveyed  by  food,  infection  that  could  so  easily  have  been  avoided 
if  personal  and  environmental  hygiene  had  been  observed  in  the 
preparation  and  handling  of  food.  With  the  introduction  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  and  continued  health  education,  it  is  hoped 
that  improved  standards  will  prevail  in  all  kitchens  wherever  they 
may  be. 


Tuberculosis. 

It  is  evident  that  the  death  rates  and  sickness  rates  for 
Tuberculosis  are  gradually  falling.  This  decline  is  without  doubt 
attributed  largely  to  preventive  as  well  as  curative  medicine. 
Whereas  some  50  years  ago  Tuberculosis  ranked  as  one  of  the  most 
crippling  if  not  killing  infectious  diseases,  effective  social  and  medical 
measures  have  brought  about  a revolutionary  change  in  its  pattern. 

While  the  fight  against  Tuberculosis  has  proved  largely  success- 
ful it  has  been  shown  how  other  problems  have  assumed  additional 
importance  so  that  continued  effort  and  research  are  required  before 
these  also  in  their  turn  are  overcome. 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.  M.  R.  HARVEY,  B.Sc.,  m.b.,  b.c.h.,  d.p.h. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  town  is  supplied  with  water  derived  from  springs  situated  in 
the  Llwyndu  Mountain,  and  collected  in  a covered  holding  reservoir 
of  some  six  millions  gallons  capacity. 

Here  the  water  is  purified  by  subjecting  it  to  storage  and 
chlorination  before  being  discharged  into  the  service  mains.  Routine 
tests  of  the  water  by  the  Waterworks  attendant  with  the  chloroscope 
ensures  that  complete  chlorination  of  the  water  is  carried  out.  This 
action  was  supplemented  by  samples  taken  from  service  taps  being 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service. 

Eight  samples  of  treated  water  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical tests  and  all  proved  to  be  of  a satisfactory  standard,  no  bacteria 
being  present  in  100  ml. 

Two  samples  of  water  from  the  swimming  bath  were  also 
submitted  for  test  on  operation  of  the  Chlorination  Plant,  the  reports 
received  proved  the  efficiency  of  the  Plant. 

A Chemical  analysis  of  the  supply  shows  that  while  low  in 
fluorine  (0.004  parts  per  million)  it  is  safe  and  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes.  It  is  also  indicated  that  it  does  have  action  on 
galvanised  pipes  and  in  24  hours  standing  took  up  5 parts  per  million 
of  zinc. 

The  yield  of  the  springs  average  some  500,000  gallons  per  day. 
This  can  be  supplemented  by  water  from  a borehole  with  vertical 
shaft  electrical  pump  which  could  provide  up  to  100,000  gallons  per 
day.  In  any  event  an  adequate  supply  is  ensured  by  drawing  on  the 
mains  supply  of  the  Newport  Corporation  at  Llanfoist. 

The  consumption  of  water  remained  fairly  static  at  the  high 
figure  of  some  55  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

FOOD 

Milk  Supplies. 

13  retailers  operate  within  the  Borough.  10  Licenses  have  been 
granted  for  Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw)  Milk,  4 for  Pasteurised  Milk 
and  1 for  Raw  Milk. 
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During  the  year  9 samples  were  submitted  for  examination,  7 
samples  were  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  the  remaining  2 of 
Pasteurised  milk.  Three  of  the  T.T.  milks  were  slightly  below  the 
prescribed  standards  and  appropriate  action  was  taken  with  the 
Distributors  concerned. 

There  is  one  Pasteurising  and  Bottling  Plant  establishment  in 
the  Borough,  viz.  : F.  Franklyn,  Usk  Vale  Dairy.  These  premises 
are,  of  course,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Monmouthshire  County 
Council. 

No  milk  diseases,  were  reported  during  the  year,  and  the  co- 
operation of  the  retailers  in  respect  of  matters  drawn  to  their  notice 
was  such  that  no  legal  action  was  necessary. 

Other  Foods. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  co  shop  premises,  and  a high 


standard  of  cleanliness  both  in  premises,  staff  and  methods  of  handling 
were  apparent. 

Inspection  at  Food  Premises  During  the  Year. 

No.  of 
Shops. 

No.  of 
Inspections. 

Butchers  Shops 

11 

46 

Retail  Food  Shops 

39 

63 

Restaurants  (including  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars) 

17 

68 

Bakeries 

8 

26 

Market 

1 

48 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

332 

Greengrocers  and  Wet  Fish  Sales 

7 

30 

There  is,  in  the  town,  one  large  food  factory,  viz.  : Usk  Vale 
Food  Factory,  a smaller  Mineral  Water  Factory,  Messrs.  Hansards 
(Whitings)  Ltd.,  a progressive  outside  Caterer,  Messrs.  R.  H.  Stevens 
and  Sons,  also  a Grade  1 Bacon  Factory,  Messrs.  Bonds  (Cardiff)  Ltd. 
A further  Confectionery  Factory,  Messrs.  Hunter  and  Roberts, 
commenced  production  in  the  beginning  of  the  year.  In  other  small 
establishments,  Bakery  and  Flour  Confectionery  are  carried  out,  and  9 
butchers  manufacture  meat  preparations. 

Routine  inspections  are  carried  out  at  all  the  above,  and  also  at 
the  3 Fried  Fish  Shops  established  in  the  town. 

Generally,  a satisfactory  standard  is  maintained  in  all  the 
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premises. 


Inspection  of  Food  Stuffs  other  than  Meat. 

During  routine  inspections  or  by  request,  the  following  food- 
stuffs were  examined,  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
after  voluntary  surrender  by  the  Retailers 

Condemned  Foods  1955 


477  tins  Tomatoes 
54  tins  Evaporated  Milk 

15  tins  Pilchards 
1 tin  Sardines 

58  tins  Beans 
45  tins  Corned  Beef 

16  tins  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
95  tins  Apricots 

83  tins  Peaches 

8 tins  Grape  Fruit 
294  tins  Prunes 

10  tins  Fruit  Salad 
12  tins  Ham 

172  lbs.  Beef  Sausage 
75^  lbs.  Cheese 

9 lbs.  Macaroni 
14  Jars  Marmalade 

1 tin  Nescafe 

2 lbs.  Sugar 

3 tins  Golden  Syrup 

1 lb.  Tea 
153  tins  Soups 

32  tins  Nestles  Cream 

11  tins  Salmon 
192  tins  Spaghetti 

48  tins  Peas 
5 tins  Minced  Beef 
19  tins  Ox  Tongue 
68  tins  Pears 

2 tins  Strawberries 

3 tins  Plums 


19  tins  Oranges 
4 tins  Raspberries 
12  tins  Jellied  Veal 
96  lbs.  Pork  Sausage 
10*  lbs.  Brisket  Beef 
6 lbs.  Suet 

8 boxes  Cheese  Spread 
2 lbs.  Butter 
1 packet  Rye  Vita 

4 lbs.  Rice 

1 jar  Fish  Paste 
6 tins  Broth 

205  tins  Vegetable  Salad 
1 tin  Tuna  Fish 
10  tins  Carrots 
12  tins  Meat  Loaf 
30  tins  Stewed  Steak 

1 tin  Calves  Tongue 

2 tins  Cherries 

5 tins  Gooseberries 
90  tins  Pineapple 

2 tins  Damsons 
1 tin  Fruit  Cocktail 
26  Savoury  Ducks 
10  lbs.  Mutton 
1 Ox  Head  & Tongue 
1 tin  Suet 
4 tins  Baby  Food 
24  lbs.  Bacon 
1 packet  Shredded  Wheat 
10  lbs.  Biscuits 
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No  instance  of  such  food  being  exposed  for  sale  was  encountered. 


Ice  Cream. 

Of  the  31  premises  registered  with  this  authority  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  only  3 are  used  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream. 

One  of  these  uses  the  Heat  Treatment,  the  other  two  adopting 
the  cold  mix  method.  All  the  manufacturers  comply  with  the 
Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations.  1947. 

In  the  case  of  the  other  retailers  the  practice  is  to  purchase 
wrapped  ice-cream  from  outside  firms  who  mass-produce  the  product 
and  who  provide  refrigerated  conservers  for  the  use  of  the  retailers. 

9 samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  were  found  to  be  of 
satisfactory  standard.  Frequent  inspections  were  carried  out  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  retailers  and  manufacturers  was  most  commendable. 

Rodent  Control  Work. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  work  of  rodent  control  has  continued  to  be  carried  out 
in  a satisfactory  manner  and  details  are  given  below  :- 

Destruction  of  Rats  in  sewers. 

First  Annual  Maintenance  Treatment —June  27th  to  July  23rd. 


Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems  265 

Number  test  baited  ...  ...  •••  115 

Number  showing  complete  takes  of  bait  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  showing  partial  takes  of  bait  ...  15 

Number  showing  “ no  take  ” of  bait  ...  ...  100 


Second  Annual  Treatment  November  28th  to  December  10th. 


Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems 
Number  test  baited 

Number  showing  complete  takes  of  bait 
Number  showing  partial  takes  of  bait 
Number  showing  “ no  take  ” of  bait 
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265 

219 

Nil 

47 

172 


The  methods  adopted  was  the  placing  of  bait  on  the  “ benching  " 
in  manholes  or  on  trays  fitted  into  the  brickwork  and  provided  with 
thick  rope  to  allow  rodents  to  climb  to  the  trays,  the  poisoned  bait 
being  deposited  wherever  a pre-bait  take  had  been  recorded.  The 
results  were  satisfactory  and  a lessening  of  surface  infestation  is  noted 
after  each  treatment. 

These  routine  treatments  were  followed  by  treatments  at 
Sewage  Disposal  works  and  Refuse  tip,  such  treatments  being  in 
addition  to  those  regularly  carried  out.  This  work  is  justified  by  the 
fact  that  some  years  ago  both  these  undertakings  proved  to  be  a 
prolific  source  of  infestation.  However,  I am  pleased  to  report  that 
rat  infestation  in  the  town  has  been  reduced  to  almost  a negligible 
number  but  in  order  to  keep  this  so  the  work  must  be  continued  with 
enthusiasm  and  all  areas  kept  under  constant  surveillance. 


Surface  Infestations. 

Routine  surveys  are  being  maintained  and  all  complaints  are 
immediately  investigated. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out 


Total  number  of  properties  in  the  area  ...  ...  3,071 

Inspections 

Number  of  Local  Authority  properties  inspected  ...  186 

Number  of  business  properties  inspected  ...  ...  423 

Number  of  private  dwellings  inspected  ...  ...  481 

Number  of  agricultural  properties  inspected  ...  10 


Total  number  found  to  be  infested 

By  Rats  ...  ..  yy 

By  Mice  ...  _ 32 

Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  by  Rodent  Operator  ...  109 
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Factories  Act,  1937  & 1948. 


The  following  represents  the  distribution  of  trades  in  the 
factories  in  the  Borough  : — 


Agricultural  Machinery  Repairs 

Bakehouses 

Bacon  Curing 

Beer  Bottling 

Blacksmith 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs 
Cellulose  Spraying 
Cement  Products 
Egg  Grading 

Electrical  Repairs  (including  Radio) 

Firewood 

Florist  (Wreaths) 

Gas  Undertaking 
Ice-Cream 

Ironworkers  and  Engineers 

Leather  Products 

Locomotive  Repairs 

Meat — Small  Goods 

Milk  Pasteurisation  and  Bottling 

Mineral  Waters 

Monumental  Masonry 

Motor  Repairs 

Printing 

Soft  Toy  Manufacturing 
Sugar  Confectionery 
Tailoring  and  Dressmaking 
Upholstery  and  French  Polishing 
Welding  (Acetylene  & Electrical) 
Wool  Staplers 


Number  oi 
Factories 
2 
8 
1 
1 
2 
6 
4 
1 
1 
7 
2 
3 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
9 
1 
1 
1 
9 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
2 


Mechanical 
Power  used 
2 

7 
1 
1 
1 
6 
4 
0 
1 
1 
2 
0 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
9 
1 
1 
1 

8 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
0 


With  Power 
not  used 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
6 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
2 
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Outworkers 18  outworkers  are  listed,  and  they  are  all 
concerned  with  the  altering  and  repairing  of  wearing  apparel. 

28  Inspections  were  carried  out,  and  the  following  is  a state- 
ment of  cases  from  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars  Found  Remedied 


Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  6 6 

Overcrowding  ...  0 0 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  ...  0 0 

Inadequate  Ventilation  0 0 

Ineffective  Floor 

and  Drainage  ...  0 0 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  0 0 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

Defective  ...  2 2 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  ...  0 0 

Escape  in  case  of  fire  — 

(a)  No  certificate  2 2 

(b)  Inadequate  ...  0 0 


Referred  to  By  H.M.  Prosecutions 
H.M,  Insp.  Inspector  Instituted 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 
ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

o 1 o 
ooo 


Housing. 

During  the  year  a further  39  houses  were  built  by  the  Council, 
bringing  the  total  number  of  post  war  Council  Houses  to  533.  As  the 
year  ended  there  were  120  houses  either  under  construction  and  a 
further  12  on  tenders  approved,  but  not  commenced.  Approval  had 
also  been  received  for  the  erection  of  4 Shops  on  the  Llwynu  Housing 
Estate  and  for  4 Dwellings  to  be  associated  with  same. 


Six  houses  were  completed  by  private  persons  and  one  other 
was  in  the  course  of  erection  on  December  31st. 


There  are  still  some  480  applicants  on  the  Councils’  Housing 

ist  in  spite  of  the  number  of  dwellings  that  have  been  allocated  to 
successful  applicants. 
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In  the  main,  the  chief  problem  in  housing  still  seems  to  be  that 
of  providing  accommodation  for  young  married  people,  with  or  without 
families,  who  have  to  live  in  shared  accommodation. 

Members  of  this  Council  are  aware  of  the  growing  problem  of 
the  housing  of  the  aged,  and  in  their  future  policy,  the  requirements 
of  this  section  of  the  community  is  to  be  considered  concurrently  with 
the  general  housing  programne. 

Apart  from  6 two-storied  pre-war  houses  in  Chapel  Road,  7 Old 
Age  Persons  Bungalows  were  built  on  a site  in  Hereford  Road  this 
year,  included  in  the  above  39  dwellings  completed.  These  are 
designed  on  modern  lines  with  up-to-date  equipment  and  provide 
excellent  dwellings  most  suitable  for  this  type  of  applicant.  Also,  as 
an  immediate  feature  of  their  housing  policy,  the  50  Prefabricated 
Bungalows  are  to  be  earmarked  for  Aged  Persons,  and  other,  who  by 
reason  of  some  infirmity  are  unable  to  occupy  dwellings  of  more  than 
one  floor  (as  and  when  the  present  younger  occupiers  are  transferred 
to  permanent  houses.) 

The  Council’s  Points  Scheme  continues  to  require  careful 
management  and  constant  readjusting  of  cases.  Very  many  visits 
have  to  be  made,  and  interviews  given  to  maintain  a fair  allocation  of 
points  for  all  applicants.  During  the  year  39  families  were  re-housed. 
Of  those  who  are  already  tenants  of  this  Council,  the  standard 
maintained  compares  very  favourable  with  most  other  authorities. 
Many  visits  were  made  on  matters  of  housing  management. 

Slum  Clearance. 

Having  previously  carried  out  preliminary  investigations  into 
the  problem  of  Slum  Clearance  in  this  town,  the  Council  decided  on 
its  programme  for  the  next  five  years. 

With  due  regard  being  paid  to  the  Council's  potentialities  in 
the  rehousing  of  displaced  families  it  was  decided  that  three  areas 
should  be  dealt  with  in  the  following  order  : viz. 

Byefield  Lane  and  Tudor  Street  ; Castle  Street  and  Flannel 
Street  ; The  Mill  Street  Area. 
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The  total  scheme  envisage  by  this  Authority  will  deal  with 
approximately  190  premises. 

The  rehousing  of  all  those  families  so  displaced  into  new 
housing  estates  might  well  prove  difficult  to  arrange,  and  it  is  with 
this  in  mind  together  with  the  general  conditions  of  dilapidation  in 
the  area,  that  the  first  named  streets  were  decided  on  for  initial 
clearance.  By  this  means  it  would  be  possible  to  rehouse  some  of  the 
families  displaced  from  the  remaining  areas  in  the  redeveloped  Tudor 
Street  Area. 


Detailed  inspections  were  made  and  official  representation  was 
made  to  the  Council  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  accordance 
with  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act.  1936. 

The  area  was  declared  to  be  a Clearance  Area  and  the 
necessary  submissions  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government. 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  to 
make  this  declaration  effective.  From  time  to  time  action  has  been 
taken  in  this  Area  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act  1956  or 
Section  10  of  the  Local  Government  (Misc.  Prov.)  Act  1953,  in  respect 
of  individual  unfit  houses. 


Bearing  in  mind  the  proposed  scheme  of  redevelopment  in  this 
area  along  specific  lines,  the  Town  Clerk  in  conjunction  with  the 
istnct  Valuer,  has  been  very  successful  in  acquiring  the  freehold  of 
these  properties  at  approximately  site  value. 


It  is  the  Council's  intention  to  continue  with  this  policy  of 
purchase  by  negot.at.on,  rather  than  use  the  other  methods  to  acquire 
the  demolition  of  a declared  Clearance  Area,  viz.  Clearance  Orders  or 

™Td  u °rderS'  °nly  Whe"  ^'eement  cannot  be 

.eached  will  the  Council  apply  its  powers  of  Compulsory  Purchase. 

and  By"f!eldJLa“  ajnd  Tudor  Street  are  mostly  comprised  of  very  old 
and  very  dilapidated  dwellings  and  disused  licensed  premises.  There 

few  houses  that  are  fairly  well  maintained  but  in  the  main  they 
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are  such  that  like  action  could  have  been  taken  many  years  ago.  The 
only  action  which  can  be  taken  now  is  in  the  clearance  of  the  area 
and  a controlled  redevelopment.  The  demolition  of  these  two  streets 
will  expose  two  very  large  residences  which  are  in  excellent  condition 
and  can  remain  as  two  islands  of  good  property. 

At  a census  taken  during  the  period  in  which  the  area  was  so 
declared,  the  total  number  of  people  displaced  was  found  to  be  175, 
out  of  some  48  families. 


Housing  Statistics. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

Housing  Defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  143 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  160 

2 (a)  Number  of  Dwellings  (included  under  Sub- 

heading (1)  above  which  are  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  •••  91 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  115 

Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...See  below 

(In  this  respect  a preliminary  survey  of  the  town 
has  revealed  some  150  houses  which  will  be 
considered  by  the  Authority  when  the  housing 
situation  improves  or  when  the  opportunity  arises 
by  reason  of  the  property  becoming  vacant). 

Number  of  dwellings  (exclusive  to  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  Informal  Notice  action  by 
the  local  Authority  or  their  officers 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers  daring  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  & 16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  & 13  of  the  Housing  Act 

1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(b)  Undertakings  accepted  that  the  house  will 
not  be  used  for  human  habitation 


1 


1 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


4 

Nil 

Nil 
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(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  3,  Housing  Act,  1949  : — 

1.  Closing  Order  is  made  under  Section  3 (1)  ...  Nil 

2.  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing 

Orders  substituted  under  Section 3 (2)  ...  Nil 

(f)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act.  1953 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (1)  ...  16 

Meat  Inspection. 

This  year  has  been  the  first  complete  year  of  the  new 
arrangement  at  the  Abattoir  by  which  the  Abergavenny  and  District 
Farmers  Meat  Marketing  Association  took  up  the  lease  for  the  whole 
of  the  Abattoir,  facilities  still  being  available  to  individuals  for  the 
slaughter  of  animals  for  food. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the  Council  in 
endeavouring  to  carry  out  a policy  of  reconstruction,  the  Marketing 
Association  undertook  to  implement  part  of  the  Scheme  in  order  to 
expedite  work,  increase  the  possible  throughput  and  to  enable  meat 
to  be  produced  under  more  hygienic  conditions. 

One  side  of  the  Slaughterhouse  has  been  reconstructed  to 
provide  a Slaughter  Hall  and  large  Cooling  Hall  with  all  necessary 
electric  equipment  and  twin-bar  overhead  runways.  This  work 
conforms  in  principle  to  the  general  plan  of  modernisation  conceived 
by  the  Council  and  agreed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  to  deal  with  unsold  meat  by  the  provision  of  a 
refrigerated  chamber  some  800  cubit  feet  in  capacity. 

The  Council  has  also  resolved  to  continue  with  the  policy  of 
complete  reconstruction  and  in  order  to  meet  with  the  present  day 
restriction  on  capital  expenditure  new  plans  are  to  be  prepared  for 
further  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Meat  inspection  at  the  Abattoir  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by 
the  provision  of  proper  offal  carriers.  Also  in  this  respect  the 
appointment  by  the  Council  of  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
allowed  for  greater  efficiency  of  inspection  by  enabling  an  inspector 
to  examine  carcases  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 
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During  the  year  daily  visits  were  made  to  the  Abattoir  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  a 100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered. 

The  table  given  below  show  the  number  of  animals  killed, 
particulars  of  meat  condemnation  and  incidence  of  disease. 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or 

in  part. 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

C’lves 

Sheep 

and 

L’mbs 

Pigs 

H’rses 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

809 

167 

321 

8105 

34^2 

— 

Number  inspected 

809 

167 

321 

8105 

3452 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

4 

3 

17 

5 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

71 

117 

3 

468 

44 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

8-8 

72-4 

1-9 

60 

1-4 

- — - 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

11 

18 

— 

— 

42 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

1-5 

11-4 

— 

— 

1-2 

— ' 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  bv 
refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 
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Weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  a result  of  Tubercular 
infection. 

Carcase  meat  ...  1884  lbs. 

Offal  ...  2294  lbs.  = 4178  lbs. 

Weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  a result  of  diseases  and 
conditions  other  than  Tuberculosis- 

Carcase  meat  ...  2126  lbs. 

Offal  ...  7195  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  11,373  lbs. 

— 5 ton  1 cwt.  5 lbs. 

Rainfall  1955 


1 Diameter  of  Funnel,  5 inches. 

Rain  Gauge  ...j  Height  of  Top 

Above  Ground  1 ft. 
Above  Sea  Level  215  ft. 

1 Situation  : — Bailey  Park. 

Month 

Total  Depth  inches 

1955 

January 

40 

February 

2'4 

March 

27 

April 

10 

May 

6’4 

June 

56 

July 

■3 

August 

•6 

September 

1'5 

October 

23 

November 

67 

December 

65 

Total  ...  39‘4 


ROGER  J.  HOWELLS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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